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MAIN COMPONENTS OF GERMAN 
GEOGRAPHICAL THOUGHT



MODERN GEOGRAPHY IN GERMANY

• A. NEW DIMENTIONS. 

• B. SYSTEMATIC STUDIES. 

• C. EARLY CONTRIBUTIONS BY OSCAR 
PESCHEL. 

• D. CONTRIBUTIONS OF GEORG GERALD. 

• ( CONTRIBUTIONS OF HUMBOLDT, RITTER, 
RATZEL & RICHTOFEN WERE ALREADY 
DISCUSSED IN THE PREVIOUS ONLINE 
CLASSES)



CONTRIBUTION OF OSCAR 
PESCHEL(1826-1875)

• 1. “ GEOGRAPHY IS SYSTEMATIC, EMPIRICAL 
SCIENCE”. 

• 2. CONCEPT OF “VERGLEICHEND” .

• 3. WORKS ON  FJORDED COASTS. 

• 4. CONCEPT OF SCIENTIFIC MORPHOLOGY( 
“PHYSISCHE ERDKUNDE”1870). 

• 5. GENETIC CLASSIFICATION OF RELIEF TYPES. 

• 6. FOLLOWER OF DUALISM IN GEOGRAPHY. 



CONTRIBUTIONS OF GEORG GERALD 
(1833-1919)

• 1. TENDED TO FOCUS ON THE PHYSICAL 
ASPECTS OF THE EARTH. 

• 2. CONCEPT OF “EXACT SCIENCE”.

• 3. COMPLETE EXCLUSION OF MAN FROM 
SUBJECT DOMAIN OF GEOGRAPHY. 

• 4. RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EXACT SCIENCE 
WITH PHYSICAL / NATURAL LAWS. 



CONTRIBUTION OF JOSEPH 
PARTSCH(1851-1925)

• 1. TO REVIVE THE RITTERIAN TRADITION. 

• 2. SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF PHYSICAL REGIONAL 
GEOGRAPHY. 

• 3.  PIONEERING CONTRIBUTION IN 
GLACIOLOGY. 

• 4. EMPHASIZE TO STUDY PHYSICAL 
GEOGRAPHY.



CONTRIBUTIONS OF ALBRECHT PENCK

• 1. ONE OF THE FOUNDERS  OF MODERN GEOMORPHOLOGY. 
• 2. CONCEPT OF “ICESHEET THEORY” (1882). 
• 3. FOLOWER OF COMPERATIVE METHOD OF FIELD STUDY DEVELOPED BY 

HUMBOLDT. 
• 4. CONCEPT OF “MORPHOLOGY OF EARTH SURFACE”
• 5. “HIS SYSTEM OF CLASSIFICATION WAS BASED ON FORMS, NOT ON 

PROCESS. 
• 6. INFLUNCED BY DARWINIAN THEMES.
• 7. CONCEPT OF NEW GEOGRAPHY BY PENK. 
• 8. ATTEMPT TO REVIVE RATZEL”S BASIC CONCEPT OF “LEBENSRAUM”. 
• 9. CONCEPT OF “ZWISCHENEUROPA”(1916) & CONCEPT OF “GROSSGAU” 

(1926).
• 10. CONCEPT OF LARGE MAPS. 
• 11. MAIN WORKS IN PLEISTOCENE GEOLOGY. 



MAP OF LEBENSRAUM



MAP OF  “ZWISCHENEUROPA” / 
“MITTLEEUROPA BY PENK



CONTRIBUTIONS OF ALFRED 
HETTNER(1859-1941)

• 1. INTRODUCED CHOROLOGHY IN GEOGRAPHICAL STUDIES. 
• 2. EVOLUTION AND EVALUATION OF “RAUM”/ SPATIAL RELATIONS. 
• 3. “ GEOGRAPHY IS THE STUDY OF THE EARTHKUNDE/ EARTH 

ACCORDINGLY TO THE CAUSALLY RELATED DIFFERENCES-THE SCIENCE OF 
AREAL DIFFERENTIATION OF THE EARTH SURFACE”. 

• 4. DIFFERTIATE BETWEEN HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY. 
• 5. “GEOGRAPHERS SHOULD CONSIDER THE FORM AND SPATIAL 

STRUCTURE BY VISIBLE PHENOMENAON THE SURFACE OF THE EARTH AS 
THEIR UNIFYING THEMES”.

• 6. SUPPORTER OF POSSIBILISM. 
• 7. GEOGRAPHY COULD BE EITHER IDIOGRAPHIC OR NOMOTHETIC. 
• 8. RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MAN WITH PHYSICAL AND BIOTIC 

SURROUNDINGS. 
• 9. WRITINGS ON GEOPOLITICS. 



CONTRIBUTIONS OF OTTO SCHLUTER( 
1872-1952)

• 1. GEOGRAPHY AS A LANDSCAPE SCIENCE. 

• 2. “OBJECTIVES OF MAN”(1906). 

• 3. “ SIEDLUNGSRAUME MITTLEEUROPA IN 
FRUHGESCHICHTLICHER ZEIT”( 152-58).

• 4. HETTNER-SCHLUTER CONTROVERSY. 

• 5. CONTRIBUTION SCHLUTER ON CULTURAL 
GEOGRAPHY. 



GOLDEN AGE OF GERMAN 
GEOGRAPHY FROM 1905 TO 1914

• 1. PERIOD OF RAPID GROWTH AND 
INCREASING PRODUCTIVITY. 

• 2. MORE METHODOLOGICAL  PROFESSIONAL 
APPROACH. 

• 3. EMERGENGENCE OF DIFFERENT BRANCHES 
OF GEOGRAPHY. 



GERMAN CONTRIBUTIONS IN THE 
FIELD OF CLIMATOLOGY

• A. CLASSIFICATION OF CLIMATE BASED ON 
OBSERVABLE FEATURES OF LANDSCAPES BY 
PENK. 

• B. CLIMATIC CLASSIFICATION BY WLADIMIR 
KOPPEN ( 1884 TO 1918). 





GERMAN CONTRIBUTIONS IN 
LANDSCAPE STUDIES

• A. CONTRIBUTIONS OF S. PASSARGE (1886-
1958). 

• B. CONTRIBUTIONS OF GERHARD SCHOTT. 

• C. CONTRIBUTIONS OF ROBERT GRADMAN. 

• D. CONTRIBUTIONS OF OSKAR SCHMIEDER (B. 
1955). 

• E. CONTRIBUTIONS OF CARL TROLL IN 
GLACIOLOGY. 



GERMAN CONTRIBUTIONS IN 
LOCATIONAL THEORY

• A. CONTRIBUTIONS OF W. CHRISTALLER



GERMAN CONTRIBUTIONS IN 
GEOPOLITICS

• A. CONTRIBUTIONS OF RUDOLF KJELLEN ( 
1846-1926). 

• B. CONTRIBUTIONS OF KARL HAUSHOFER ( 
1869-1946). 



THANK YOU/ “DANKE”


